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1 He that walketh with wiſe Men ſhall be wife ; but a Cempeniih | 
: Be of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. Prov. xiii. 200 

* Again, when the wicked Man turneth aauay from his Wickedneſs © 
F | that he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
1 right, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive, Ezek. xviii. 27; 


5 But Feſus beheld them, and ſaid unto them, With Men this is im 
L  —- peffible; but with God all Things are peffible. Matt. xix. 26. 
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ACCOUNT of ly PEHAVIOUR 


June, M: aclaine, Kc. 


| 

| 
| N. Jams s MAcLAINE (the unhappy 
Subject of the following Account) ſent 
iY. to me the Day after his Conviction, to 
deſire my Offices as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, in 
aſſiſting him in his Preparations for Death. The 
firſt Opportunity I had, I went to him, and found 

dim under inexpreſſible Agonies of Mind and Con- 

ſcience: O Sir! ſaid he, you have before you the 
' _ moſt wretched Creature that ever was born, who 
have undone myſelf both as to this World, and to 
another alſo |! 

I told him, my Buſineſs, as a Chriſtian Mini- 
ſter, was, to teſtify to him Repentance towards 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that I would do him all the Service in that Cha- 
racer, I was able; and that, in order to my doing 

him the Service 1 ſincerely wiſhed to do him, he 
muſt allow me to deal plainly with him ; and 1 
hoped he would be open and ingenuous in all he 
ſaid to me: Which he ſolemnly, and as a dying 
Man, aſſured me he would be. 

I obſerved to him, that as, by common Report, 
he had aſſociated with licentious young People of 
Figure and Fortune, and it was too well known, 
that ſuch affected to diſbelieve and deſpiſe all the 

Principles of Natural and Revealed Religion, un- 
der the polite Name of PFree-thinking, I deſired to 


A 2 | know 


__ 


E 


know of him, whether he had not fallen into the 


faſhionable way of thinking and talking on theſe 
Subjects; eſpecially as he was conſcious, that his 
Life was ſpent in ſuch a manner, as to have the 
greateſt Occaſion for theſe kind of Stupefiers : And 
I told him I was the more intent to know this, 
becauſe, according to the Anſwer he gave me, Ihad 
a different kind of Work before me: If he had 
taken Shelter in Infidelity, I had his Judgment 
to inform, and his " HOW to remove; if not, 
my Buſineſs was only, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to 
endeavouf to awaken his Conſcience. 

To all this he anſwered; That tho' the moſt of 
thoſe with whom he had lately converſed did ridi- 
cule all Religion, yet the Truths of Religion were 
ſo deeply rooted in his Mind, by means of a ſo- 
ber arid good Education, that he was never able to 
entertain the leaſt Suſpicion of them ; no not when 
purſuing Courſes of the moſt flagitious Wickedneſs, 

wheh it would have been his Intereſt to have 
S 

I think it was on this Occaſion that I aſked him 
about the Truth of a Report I heard tohave been 
made by the Perſon in whoſe Houſe he had lodged 
at Chelſea, that he was often obſerved to be under 


great Agitation and Diſturbance of Mind, even to 


the rolling about his Room in great Agony. 


He ſaid, It was true; and that fince he had en- 


tered upon the Highway, he never had enjoyed a 
calm and eaſy Moment: That when he was a- 
mong Ladies and Gentlemen, they obſerved his 

VUncaſineſs, and would often aſk him, what was 
the Matter that he ſeem'd fo dull? And his Friends 
would tell him, that ſurely his Affairs were under 
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ſome Embarraſſment: But they little ſuſpected, ' 
ſaid he, the Wound I had within. 


He told me, that, in a good Cauſe, he believed 
there, was not a Man of greater natural Courage 


than himſelf; but that in every Scheme of Villainy 


he put Plunkett on the moſt hazardous Poſt: 
There, ſaid he, I was always a Coward: - My 
Conſcience made me a Coward. 

As he acknowleged the Crime for which he 
ſuffered, the Juſtice of his Sentence, and the great 
Wickedneſs of his Lafe; 1 thought my firſt -En- 


deavours ought to be to bring him to a true peni- 


tential Senſe and Conviction of his Sins: To which 
Purpoſe I obſerved to him, that it was very com- 

mon for Perſons going into Eternity, eſpecially 
by an ignommious Death for Crimes, to diſcovers 
a grea® Degree of Sorrow and Relentings ; but 
that, by all I had obſerved, no great Streſs was 


to be 12a on theſe Compunctions; for that it had 


been often found, that when ſuch Perſons did 
eſcape the Death they were expecting, they re- 


turned to their old Courſes of Wickedneſs— 
That it was neceſſary therefore for him to exa- 
mine his Heart, and take the utmoſt Care he did 


not deceive himſelf— That true Repentance did 
not ariſe from the Dread of any Puniſhment which 


human Laws could inflict, but from a lively Senſe 


of the Malignity and Uglineſs of his Sins, as of- 
fenſive to a pure and holy God; as Breaches of 
the Laws of his ſacred Government; as Violations 


of his own Conſcience; as Injuries to his precious 


immortal Soul; and, withal, as contrary to Juſtice 


and Benevolence, the Ties by which Society was 
held 
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| beld together ; and without which there ih be 
no living with Safety and Comfort in the World. 

O Sir, replied he, I feel the Weight of my 
Crimes lying on my Conſcience, in the Views in 
which you have repreſented them, Tis not 4 
Death I fear— The Shame and Violence of it 1 
don't give me a Moment's Uneaſineſs, and I think | 
I ſhall go to it with as much Serenity as I ſtep into |} 
my Cell. It is fit I ſhould be made an Example. il 
68 Oh! the awful Preſence in which I am LE 
ſoon to appear !—I was not bred up in the Igno- | 

rance I obſerve in ſeveral of the poor Wretches 
that are to die with me know the Scriptures  Þ} 
Ia the Height of my Wickedneſs, my Con 
fcience always en me, and made me un- - 
cal 

And, Oh! how can fach a Wretch as I have 
been, entertain any Hopes of Mercy! 

I told him, That all theſe Fears and Apprehen- 
fions were juſt— That it was not to be wondered 
at, that Reflections on a Life ſpent as his had been, 

ſhould be very tormenting and uneaſy; and, in 3 
the Views of the Eternity he was entering upon, 
that his Fleſh sno v LD- tremble for Fear of God, l 
und be ſhould be afraid of his Judgment. That 8 
if there was any Hope of Mercy for him with - 
God, he muſt be laid very low before Him in 
contrite Humiliations— That, in theſe Humili- 
ations, the Religion of all Sinners, and eſpeciall 
of ſuch Sinners as himſelf, muſt begin : And let i 8 
me fay to you, continued I, and do you think of 1 

it If you can be ſincerely penitent, you may, 
through the Merits and Interceſſign of the blefled | 
:Jesvs, be korgiven— But, for God's Sake, dont 


deceive 
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deceive yourſelf. It is impoſſible for e to know 
your Heart; and the Circumſtances you are in, 
make it difficult for 5 yourſelf to know it: 


Search it therefore to the Bottom; and ſeriouſly 


enquire, what Sorrow you have for your Sins, 
abſtracted from the ſhameful untimely End they 
have brought you to. That only is godly Sorrow, 
and worketh Repentance unto gory which 


would never be counter: acted, ſuppoſing your Life 
were to be ſaved. The great Difficulty, in ſ ſhort, 


is, how to be able to hope, that the Repentance is 


genuine, which had no Beginninay till you law the 
| Terrors of Death before your Eyes. 


He ſaid, He felt the Force of what L men- 
tahed.: ind that he had often a Jealouſy of him- 
felf, ariſing from that Conſideration: But, ſaid 


| he, if the utmoſt Abhorrence of myſelf for my 


paſt wicked Life ; If the deepeſt Senſe of m -4 


5 Fe to my 'God, my moſt bountiful 


actor; of my wilful Tranſgreſſions of his 1 


of my Violations of my Conſcience, which, in 
the Height of my Wickedneſs, was not hardened 


(and I thank God it was not l); If Indignation at 


myſelf for the Injuries T have done my Fellow- 


Creatures, and the Diſtreſs I have brought upon 
my worthy Relations — If theſe (abſtracting from 
all J am to ſuffer in this World) are Marks of true 
Fapentance, I hope I aim a penitent Sinner —T 

ve, tis true, but little Time to live, and can- 


not ſhew the Sincerity of my Repentance by 
many Inſtances of the Fruits of it; but, if I know 


any thing of my own Heart, I can truly ſay, That 
if I have any Deſire of living, it does not ariſe 
from any nun ſo much as that it would 
6 $13 give 
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give me an n Opportunity of making good thoſe 
Holy Reſolutions I have made What is Life to 
me, with my good Name and Character gone ? 
ſhunn'd and avoided by the virtuous and ſober Part 
of Mankind? What indeed is Life in the gayeſt 
Scenes of it? I profeſs to you, Sir, I have had 
more Pleaſure in one Hour's Converſation with 
you, than in all the gay Vanities 1 have ever en- 
Sage ed in. 

This he repeated on many Occafivii ; and par- 
5 ticularly the Day before his Death, in the Preſence 
of ſeveral of his Brother's Friends, who came to 
_ viſit him; and this more eſpecially for the Eaſe, 

as he expreſſed himſelf, of his por” afflicted Bro- 
ther's Heart. 


In one of the Cbtverſations I had with kim, 1 : 


told him, It gave me no great Token of that Sin- 
cerity of Heart which I would wiſh him to have, 
when I ſaw the Defence he made on his Tryal, 


and the evaſive Ways in which he endeavoured to 


elude the Force of the Confeſſions he had made 
before Juſtice L. and the Evidence en againſt 


oa at the Old Bailey. | 
To this he anſwered, That whe he Bad done 


on that Occaſion, was by the Advice of a Law- 


yer That nobody was deceived—— Nobody 7% 


believed that he was guilty, by any thing he Wale | 


ſaid— That he thought it a juſt Defence in Law; 
and beſides, ſhould this Plea have availed for the 


faving of his Life, the Diſgrace that an infamous 


Death would bring on his Family would have been 
prevented, and he had determined, by the Help 


of God, to ſpend his Lite in ſhewing the Sincerity 


of his Repentance, and the holy Reſolutions he 
had taken up. Upon 
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Upon my fl I had heard that his Father 


| was a Miniſter in Ireland, he burſt into a ſudden 


Flood of Tears ; and ſaid; Yes, Sir, my dear Fa- 
ther was a Miniſter of the ſame Denomination 
with yourſelf, who, as long as he lived, took care 
of my Education and Principles: But all this ag- 
gravates my Guilt, and leaves me more inexcuſe- 
able than the poor ignorant Wretches who are to 
die with me iI thank God he did not live to ſee 
this Day! This would have broken his Heart, 


and brought his grey Hairs with Sorrow to the 
' Grave. 


And this he ſpoke with ek a Warmth, and 


in ſo pathetic a Manner, as greatly affected me. 


I told him I had heard, that he had lived very 
ill with his Wiſe; and that his Cruelty en - 


contributed to her Death. 
He anſwered, That the ill-natured World was 


always ready to load the Unfortunate, eſpecially 


thoſe in his miſerable Circumſtances— That he 


had Guilt enough in other kinds to anſwer for; 


but that, as to this Charge, it was abſolutely falſe; 
for that all his Neighbours could teſtify, that 
while they lived together, they lived as happily as 


moſt People in their Circumſtances did. And, I 
think, I have fome Reaſon to believe this, fam 


the tender Leave his Wife's Mother took of him, 


and what I heard her ſay to him the Night be⸗ 


fore his Execution. I remember ſhe took his 
Hand, with great Tenderneſs; and lifting it to 
her Lips, ſaid, Thou waſt always the Darling of 


my Soul. And I took the more Notice of this, 
becauſe of the Report above-mentioned. - 


" n In 
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In one Converſation I had with him, I took 
Occaſion to talk over to him the Parable of the 
prodigal Son, in which I thought there was ſome- 
thing peculiarly ſuitable to his Circumſtances. 

O, Sir, ſaid I, you have taken your Fourney 
into a far Country ; ; far from the Way in which 
| you were trained up by a pious Father; far from 
the Way in which I underſtand you have often 

been counſelled to walk by your worthy c 
and have /pent yeur Subſtance among Harlots, ii 1 
riotaus Living, in Gaming, in public Diver ſons, | 

in expenſive and ſordid, tho” too faſhionable Plea- I 

- "ſures; and when your own Subſtance did not 
ſupply your Extravagances, you have made cruel 

Inroads into the Subſtance and Property of others! 

It is true! ſaid he: It is true! This is an Em- 
blem of what my Life was for ſome Vears! Such 
a Prodigal have I been! | 0 
And, O, Sir, proceeded I, let me carry. your 
Thoughts farther into the Par able, and beg you 

to conſider to what this Courſe of Life has brought 
. you——Your Circumſtances are like a mighty Fa- L 
mine in the Land, and you more than begin to fee | 
yourſelf in Want. All the Companions of your 
looſe Hours deſert you: I have heard of their 
viſiting you in the Gate-houſe, and giving you 

Money, and of their flattering you with Hopes 
even to Certainty of Life; but they ow ſlink 

away; hide their Faces from you; give you up # 

to the Juſtice of the Laws, and are aſhamed to 3 

have it. thought they ever knew you. Indeed | 
their Viſits now would but diſtract you, and give 
xz you a keener Senſe of the Miſery of your preſent 
wr: Condition, Could they even ſave oe Life, they 
5 could 
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Ta] 
could not reſtore your loſt Name and chamber! 
much leſs could they reſtore your Innocence, and 
Peace of Mind and Conſcience.— 


O, Sir, reply'd he, Your Words are true; but 


hes T0 like Daggers to my Heart. And, after a 


violent Burſt of Tears, he ſaid, My Love of Plea- 


ſure, and of a gay Appearance, has undene me. 


As ſoon as I found his Mind a little compoled, 


I told him, I did not make theſe Repreſentations 


merely to terrify him, but to give him as lively a 


Senſe as I could of the Greatneſs of his Crimes, 


and how ſtupid a Folly his Way of Life had been; 
and to induce him to take the ſame Courſe the 
Prodigal in the Parable did; a Courſe on which 
all his "Safety and Hope depended ; and that was, 
to ariſe, and go to es Father, and, in the Pro- 
digal's Language, 20 ſay £0 him, Father, I hae 


Inned againſt Heaven, and before thee, and am 
not worthy to be called thy Son J 


The Father in the Parable, applied I, is the 


God of Heaven, whom you have offended, whom 


you have left, and departed from, and your De- 
lertion of whom has brought you into theſe 


wretched Circumſtances. You have no Help but 


in him whom you have forſaken : Ariſe, then, 


and go to Him in the Prodigal's Temper of Mind, 


and proſtrate yourſelf before Him, with his 


Words; and from this Scripture (which is the 


Whole Goſpel repreſented in a Parabolical Way) 


you have a Warrant to expect, that your Recep- 

tion will be like what the Prodigal's was! | 
I repreſented this in the ſtrong Terms of that 

— which I plainly ſaw melted down his 
cart 
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I then opened to him (asamply asthe Streightneſs 
of my Time would give me Leave) the Deſign of | 
; our Saviour's coming into the World; The Great- ! 

[ neſs of his Love to Sinners; The Nature of the 1 
0 Covenant of Grace founded in his Blood; and, The 3 
j Neceſſity of believing in Him, as the Foundation [ 
i of his Hopes towards God: But I had the leſs need F 


to inſiſt upon thete great Topics with him, as he 3 
talked of them in Sentiments and Language fur- RF 


| priſing in one whoſe Thoughts had long been a 
4 Strangers to theſe important Subjects; and it muſt 
be owned, that he was really a Man of good na- 1 
C | _ tural Senſe, and had an handſome Elocution. 


When I repreſented to him, in the Expreſſions 


* 


of the Scriptures the Height and Depth, the 8 
Length and Breadth, of the Love of Chriſt The 1 
Promiſes and Encouragements given to repenting, f 
returning Sinners The Inſtance of Paul, who, af 
ter Perſecution and Blaſphemy, obtained Mercy; 
and obtained it, that in him Jeſus Chriſt might 
ſhew a Pattern of Long-ſuffering—The Caſe of 
the Thief on the Croſs, ſo exactly parallel to his — 
own ; and many other Things that offered to my 
Mind in that Converfation——1I could ſee, by his 
Geſtures, and his Countenance, that his Heart 
burned within him; and, ever after that time, 
there was a more viſible Serenity and Compoſure 1 
in his Mind. He would often ſay, with his Eyes | | 
fixed upwards O God! Thou knoweſt the Con- 
trition of my Heart; I hate and loath my Sins; 
and I will not deſpair of Thy Mercy ! I caſt my- 
ſelf on Thy Mercy, O my God, thro' the Merits 
and Interceſſion of my bleſſed Saviour; and in 
thee I w2/ truſt! 
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_ Early in my Attendance on him, I aſked him, 
If he had any Hope of a Reſpite? 
He anſwered, Very little. 

I told him, That he had, as J apprehended, very 
little Foundation for any Hope That (if the 
public Papers were to be depended on) Robberies 
were ſo frequent, committed too by People of a 
genteel Appearance like his, that the Adminiſtra- 
tion found it neceſſary to execute the utmoſt Se- 

verity of the Law. 

He ſaid, that if thoſe in Power thought it 
neceſſary to make an Example of him in order to 
deter others, he acquieſced; and begged of God, 

that ſuch wicked Men as he had been, might take | 

Warning by his Example. And, Sir, proceeded he, 
let me intreat you, when I am gone, to preſs my 
ſad Example as a Warning to young Men, to ſhun 
the Courſes that have ruined me. Glad 7 ſhould 
be, if, as my Life has been vile, my Death might be 
uſeful, I remember it was with great Earneſt- 

neſs that he ſpoke this. 
And, on another Occaſion, with equal Earneſt- 
neſs, lamenting that he had not been brought up 
to ſome Employment that would have made In- 
duſtry neceſſary, inſtead of the Writing and Ac- 
compts, which, as a genteeler Buſineſs, was choſen 
for him; O, Sir, ſaid he, I have often in my Ne- 
ceſſities, before Ihad broken in upon my Innocence, 

thought, that had I had a mechanic Trade in my 
Hands, that would have employed my whole Time, 
altho' I could have earned by it but Ten Shillings 


a Week, I had been an happy Man! 


Upon my telling him, that I had ken a Num- 
ber of his Friends had once raiſed a little Contri- 
FE bution 
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bation to enable him to ſkip himſelf for Yamaice, 
in order to try his Fortune there ; but that, inſtead 
of uſing it for that Purpoſe, he went to a Maſque: 
rade, and gamed with it; 

Hefaid, It was very true: He had done ſo, and 
that was the Beginning of his Sorrows That 
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he went to Three Maſquerades— Was at firſt a 
little ſucceſsful in Gaming, and hoped, by his Suc- 
ceſs, to have got enough to buy a little military Poſt; 
but that he ſoon loſt his All; and, having likewiſe 
loft his Friends by his Abuſe of their Benevolence, 
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and pawned and ſold all he had, he, by the Per- 
ſuaſion of Plunkett, took to the Highway : With 
6 | him, he faid, he had committed many Robberies ; 


K and chat he was the only Accomplice he ever had. 
E' Murder, he faid, his Soul abhorred ; and that he 
wowuld not have the Guilt of innocent Blood lie at 
| his Door for a Thouſand Worlds. — But, alas! how 
knew the unhappy Man, when he entered upon 
his vile Courſes, to what they might have brought 
him ? And how happy was it, that he lived not to 
incur this heavier Guilt; which might have been, 
too probably, the Conſequence of his unlawful At- 
tempts; and which, in that Caſe, would have ren- 
dered his eternal Happineſs ſtill more precarious; . 
and perhaps added Deſpair of God's s Mercies to his 
other Sins ! | 
In attending him the Day after the Dead- 
Warrant came down, I found no additional De- 
jection or Sadneſs in his Mind or Countenance, but 
rather a more viſible Compoſure. He ſaid, He was 
reſigned to his Lot, and ſhould even rejoice if his 
Death might be an uſeful Warning to others. 
He told me, he ſaw in me a tender Concern for 
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the Welfare of his Soul, and would be guided by 
my Advice in every thing relating to it ; and there- 
fore aſked me whether I would 4 him to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, the Morning oz Execution, 
with the other Criminals ? | 
I anſwered, That I had not the leaſt Objection 
to it ; That, as it was a Rite of our Saviour's own 
appointing, for a Memorial of his Body broken, 
and his Blood ſhed, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
as it was to be done often, it might be done alſo 
acceptably and uſefully then; but ſuggeſted, that 
his Education had been ſuch, that he had no need 
to be warned againſt confidering it as a Charm, or a 
Paſſport, which I was afraid many poor ignorant 
Creatures in like unhappy Circumſtances did, 
Upon my making an Inquiry about a Youth 
of a moſt ingenuous Countenance, whoſe devout 
Deportment at the Chapel I had taken notice. of, 
he told me, That Youth had been condemned 
with the reſt; but was reſpited for Tranſportation 
for Life—That he {ill choſe to continue in the 
Cell with Mr. Smith and him (tho he m1zzbt com- 
mand a little more Liberty) to aſſiſt, and be atlifted 
by, them, in the holy Reſolutions they had ſeye- 
rally made ; and I rejoice, ſaid he, in the Reaſon 
I have to believe, that- he will be a very good 


Man, and ſpend well the Life that has been ſpared. 


He told me, that this Youth and he, as they had . 
| Opportunity, went among the other Priſoners that 
were ordered for Execution, to inſtruct, and pray 
with them, and prepare them for Death He re- 
lated to me ſeveral Inſtances of the Hardineſs of 
ſome of them, that ſhocked me to hear; and I 
yerily think he was as much ſhocked at them as 


: myſelf; 


ee 
myſelf; and pitied their Souls which were going 
into Eternity in ſuch a hardened Condition. 

I improved all theſe Things as Grounds on which 
I thought he might build Hopes of his Sincerity 
That to love, and rejoice in, any Goodneſs he 
ſaw in others, was a Sign of ſome Goodneſs in his 
own Heart; and to have a Concern for the Salva- 
tion of other Mens Souls, might be conſidered, 
eſpecially in the Circumſtances he was in, as an 
Evidence, that he had a real Concern for his own, 
I The Day before his Execution, I attended him 

along wh a worthy Gentleman, a Friend of his 

Brother, and one who had been a great Friend to 
him at all times : This Gentleman had put into my 
Hands a Letter to the unhappy Man from his Bro- 
ther, to be delivered by me to him. In the Pre- 
ſence of that Gentleman, and ſeveral Gentlemen 
from Holland, of his Brother's Acquaintance, he 
expreſſed the ſame Sentiments of Penitence, and 
Hope in God thro' Jeſus Chriſt, that he had often | 
expreſſed to me before in private. 

On my ſaying to him, thatGod delighted in them 
that fear him, and them that hope in his Mercy; and 
that Hope in the Mercy of God was as truly honour- 
ing that Perfection of his Nature, as fearing him was 
doing Honour to his Majeſty, Juſtice, and Holineſs; 
he ſaid, I don't deſpair ; I do hope in the Mercy | 
of God, and will do fo to my laſt Breath. 

I thought this a proper time to produce his Bro- 
ther's Letter. On my ſaying to him, that what was 
in my Hands was a Letter to him from his Brother, 
he burſt into a moſt violent Agony of Grief; and 
ſaid, O my dear Brother have broken his Heart! 
On Which Occaſion I thought it not improper to 
repreſent 


1 ] 

repreſent” the Reaſon he had to be very humble 
before God for his Crimes in that View, as bring- 
ing Diſtreſs on ſo worthy a Perſon as the Man 
who wrote that Letter muſt be: And I obſerved 
to him, that Vice was like the Plague; by which 
a Man does not only die himſelf, but ſcatters 
Death all around him. 

This Obſervation brought to my Mind, Wr 
paſſed between us in a former Converſation. | 1 
aiked him, If he had ever a Child? He ſaid, Ves; 
he had a Girl of Five Vears old: And added, in 
a very pathetic Tone of Voice, n up his 
Hands, O my dear innocent Babe —1 have 
brought Infamy and Shame upon thee! 


After ſome Pauſe, with his Brother's Letter in 


his Hand, and as if heſitating whether he ſhould* 
read it, or no, he ſaid, I have been long educated 

to Sorrow ; ; and, cutting as this Letter will be it 
my Heart, I muſt read it! 

And' beginning with the firſt Words, Unhappy 
Brother ! he cried out, in great Anguiſh of Spirit, 
Unhappy indeed ! And then, endeavouring to com- 
poſe himſelf, read the Letter, with Emotions of 
Mind ſuitable to the Solemnity of its Contents. 
The Letter follows: And if this Account ſhould' 
ever come under the ſorrowful Eye of the excel- 
lent Man who penn d it, let this acquaint him, how 
greatly he who writes This, honours his Worth, 
and ſympathizes with his great Affliction ! 


| Hague, Sept. 22. N. S. 1750. 


6 Unhappy 8 * 
JI OU have put it out of my Power to write 

8 t 3 you without Diſtraction of Mind : Your 

a — 2 State | 
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1% State and Condition is ſo deplorable, and the Cir- 


© cumſtances of it (to which I cannot accuſtom 
my Thoughts) ſo ſtrange, and to me ſo terrible, 


© that 1 ſhould have no Repoſe, did not the Di- 


vine Comforts of Religion ſupport me, on the 


© one hand, and my Sorrow and Affliction work 


upon me, ſometimes the diſmal Effect of Inſen- 
© fibility, on the other. 

When] ſpeak of your deplorable State, I do 
not mean only the Sufferings that load you, nor 
the Infamy that, alas! too juſtly purſues yon, 
and will perhaps unjuſtly attack thoſe that belong 


to you: Theſe, indeed, are terrible Evils: But, 


in my Eſteem, they are nothing in Compariſon 


c 

c 

© with the Crimes that have occaſioned them : 
c 


And would to God you could think fo! I don't 
© mention your Crimes now to expreſs my Indig- 


2 nation at your Conduct, but rather my Com- 


* paſſion for your immortal Soul: My Indigna- 
tion is almoſt loft in a Senſe of your Miſery: I 
mention your Crimes chiefly to penetrate your 


* Heart with that deep Contrition, that the very 


© Workings of Conſcience ſhould. produce, if there 


was not upon Earth one Mortal to be a Witneſs 
of your Guilt, or to purſue it with the Dani 


©. ment it deſerves, | 
-© Conſider, O confider, in the firſt lane; has | 


All- ſeeing God, whoſe ſacred Laws 154 Majeſty 


© you have trampled. upon by fuch daring, luck 
gheinous, ſuch unjuRitable Tranſgreſſions: Did 


not He, in His adorable Goodneſs, give you that 


c Health and Strength, and thoſe Opportunities, 


which many want, that you might puth . 


d "ny in the World by boneſt and virtuous Induſtry ? 
: And 


£ 


And have you not often been told, that ſuch 
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Induſtry, through the Bounty of Providence, 
would always procure a Proviſion in Life ſuf- 


ficient for a good Mind ; a Proviſion ſweetened 


by thoſe facred Delights of a peaceful Con- 
ſcience, which the World cannot give; and 
which, amidſt all its Changes, it cannot take 
away? Loſt to the Senſe of God as your Bene: 
factor, did you not alſo loſe the View of Him, 

as your Judge, who has in his Hands your ever- 
laſting Condition? In the ſame Acts did you not 
ungratefully deſpiſe His Goodneſs, that gave you 
Life and Being, and daringly defy that Almighty 
Juſtice that can make them both miſerable to 
you for ever? Have you not ſinned againſt the 
Aſhes of thoſe tender Parents, that took care. 
to educate you in the Fear of God, and in the 
Principles of Virtue? I bleſs His Name, that 

He has removed Them from this World, where, 
inacceſſible to Sorrow and Pain, the Sicht of 
your Miſery cannot reach them, to embitter the 


Springs of their Happineſs, as it has done with 


reſpect to mine in this Life. The unhappy 
Companion of your Iniquity will bring down 
the grey Hairs of his with Sorrow to the Grave; 
tho they have This for their Comfort, that it 
will be in a good and pious old Age. | | 
I judge alſo, how far you have been aban- 


don'd, when not only the Excellence of Virtue, 


the Horrors of Vice, the Prefence of the great 
God, and the Proſpect of his tremendous Judg- 


ments, had no Effect upon your Soul, to ſtartle 
6 «it 5 in the Purſuit of ſuch an enormous Courſe ; 


6 but when you were even loſt to a Senſe of Self- 


2 


1 preſer- 
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preſervation, a Principle that remains often in 
the greateſt Wretches, to hinder them from ſuch 
Crimes, even when every good and worthy Diſ- 
poſition 3 is intirely fled, It is true, indeed, that 
a Man is not in the leaſt praiſe-worthy who ab- 
ſtains, from ſuch a low Principle as Self. 3 


vation only: But, alas! on the other hand, 


is alſo true, that Wickedneſs muſt be grown 10 


a great Height, when a Principle ſo ſtrong as 


Self- preſervation will not ſtop its Courſe: How 


few are the Examples of thoſe that have eſcaped 
after the Commiſſion of ſuch Crimes as yours? 
Has not the Divine Juſtice ſeized the moſt of 
them here, to give them a Fore-taſte of what 
their Crimes may expect hereafter ? See, O un- 


happy Offender! what Fools Vice makes of 
Men ! It ſhuts their Eyes upon Snares and Pre- 


cipices, that lie as clear before * as the Sun at 


Noon- day. 


When you have entered into all theſe Conſi- 


derations, let your Senſe of Honour ariſe. If it 
is not quite extinguiſhed, it will give new Vi- 
gour to your Contrition: But ſtill let it be the 


very laſt Conſideration: Honour is only the 


Opinion of the World: But it is the World's 
great Governor and Judge, with whom you 
have had principally to do. The way to make 
your Peace with God, will be the Way to re- 


move from you the Indignation of the World, 


if it judges right, and if you are to continue in 
it: But if your Peace is made with Him, it is 


no matter how the World treats you; for He 
is greater than the World: O that you could 


feel 13 Experience, that * is greater than the 
World! 
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World! But in order to this much is required: 
© You muſt firſt know Him: Proftrate yourſelf 
before his Mercy, as it is offered in the Goſpel 
to penitent Offenders; and perhaps the Conſo- 
lations of his undeſerved Goodneſs and Grace 
may yet find an Entrance into your Soul. I 
implore you, as you regard your Soul's eternal 
Welfare, not to indulge the Hopes of Life, as 
a Motive to ſlacken your Repentance; for if you 
have a true Senſe of your guilty State, you will 
think nothing of ſuch immediate and indiſpen- 
ſable Neceflity as to make your Peace with an 
offended God, whether Life or Death awaits 
you. You may be diſappointed in your Hopes 
of Mercy here below, If then, in the Expec- 
tation of that, you neglect all other Conſider- 
ations, Good God! what will become of you? 
The Mercies of God are ſure to thoſe who ſeek 
for them ſincerely ; and they will be the beſt 
Preparation for whatever 1s to be your Lot. 
You can be no-way inſtrumental yourſelf in the 
Means of eſcaping the Danger that hangs over 
you here. O turn not then your Thoughts to 
that Side; but turn them to avert the Danger 
that hangs over you hereafter ; for there you 
may be ſucceſsful by your Contrition and Re- 
pentance. May God prepare you for whatever 
is to be your Lot! You have my Prayers and 
Tears ; and I hope you will be enabled to pray 
yourſelf, and to weep over your Tranſgreſſions, 
as I do. I am, with all Sympathy, and in the EY 
6 " _ Affliction, 1 . 

Naur, Sc. 3 
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y * hal not heard, that you have applied to any 
* Miniſter to help you to the Conſolations of 
Religion, and to renew thoſe ſacred Inſtruc- 
tions that you have, alas! I fear, intirely de- 
faced in your Heart. I own to you, I have 
dreadful Fears, that your Sorrow is rather 
the Effect of Shame and F ear, than a Fruit 
ariſing from a Senſe, of x Guilt. O be- 
ware of this! | 


a A A a „„ 


| After he had read the Letter, he begg'd to have 
Leave to read it once more alone, before he re- 


fturn'd it to me. 


I then propoſed to the Com pany = OY that 
we mightall unite in offering up a ſolemn Prayer 
to God for him; in which, tho' all unknown to 
me, and moſt of them, I believe, unknown to 
each other, they all moſt willingly joined ; the 
poor Priſoner devoutly kneeling, and all of us 
ſtanding round. There, after expreſſing our 
Thankfulneſs to God for that deep Contrition, 
and good Hope, he had graciouſly given him, we 
commended his Soul to the Mercy of God, pray- 
ing that That Jeſus, who had ſaid to the penitent 
Thief on the Croſs, This Day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe, would receive "his departing Spirit. - 

J hope our Prayers were heard. There was not 
a dry Eye among us; and, truly, he that could 
be unaftected at ſuch a Scene, muſt be hard in- 
deed. 

He earneſtly begg'd to ſee Mr. H. (the worthy 
Gentleman his Brother's Friend, whom I men- 
tioned before) and me, in the Evening, for the laſt 

Ti une, 


„ 
Time. We went together; and once more, in 
Prayer, recommended his Soul to God. 

When, after Aſſurance given him, that all pro- 
per Care ſhould be taken about his Body (a thing 
he talked of with the greateſt Calmneſs and Indif- 
ference), the Time was come when we muſt take 
our laſt Farewel of him, he ſaid, This was the 
Bitterneſs of Death! He eagerly embraced us both, 
dropt ſuddenly down on his Knees, and in Ac- 
cents, the Sound of which will never be out of 
my Ears, he pray'd to God to bleſs us both for 
ever; to proſper us and our Families in all our 
Undertakings ; and eternally reward us for all the 
Compaſſion and Love we had. ſhewn to ſach a 

poor unworthy Creature, as he ſaid he was |! 
Before I left the unhappy Man, he, with modeſt 
Apologies for the Trouble it would be to me, but 
with beſeeching Eyes, aſked me, If he were not 
to ſee me in the Morning ? 

I told him, It would but renew his Grief, and 
mine. I could add nothing to what I had laid to 
him——That little could be ſaid amidſt the Hurry 
of the next Morning; and there would be ſuch 
Crouds at the Priſon- Doors, that it was not likely 
I ſhould be able to get to him; and he acquieſced. 
But having Occaſion to go to the Priſon about an 


Hour after he was gone, I ſaw the young Man I 


mentioned before, who told me, he ſpent the whole 
Night with him in Prayer and Devotion. 
At going into the Cart, he was heard to ſay, 
by one who told it me, O my God! I have for- 
ln thee! But J will truſt in thee! And all the 
Accounts I have received of his Behaviour in his 
Paſſage to the Place of Execution, and at it, concur 
in 


in teſtifying, that he went through the whole 
awful Scene with a manly Firmneſs, Join'd with 
all the Appearances of true Devotion ; and I hope 
has found that Mercy with God which he Wo ear- 
neſtly fought. 

Theſe are all the Things that are wheth.a men- 
tioning, with relation to my Concern with this 
unhappy Man. What to think concerning him, 
is left to every one's own Judgment. I ſhall, 
however, make a few Reflediions on the Account 
I have given, which 1 hope will fall in with the 


Ends of Providence, and of Government too, in 
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cutting him off from among the People. | 
In the firſt place, I wiſh the gay licentious Youth 
of Figure and Fortune would receive a Leſſon of 
Inſtruction from the Fate of this unhappy young 
Man. His Aſſociations with ſuch, even to Inti- 
macy and Endearment, are well known: : While 
modeſt Worth is ſhunn'd and deſpiſed, any thing 
with a good exterior Figure, and a gay Appearance, 
will obtain Acceſs —For their Honour's ſake, it 
were to be wiſhed they would be a little more cu- 
rious in their Intimacies, and in the Choice of 
thoſe whom they make the Companions of their. 
Intrigues. If they will prey, let it be on one an- 
other. If they will ruin, let it be thoſe whoſe 
own Fortunes only will ſuffer by it; and not thoſe 
who muſt recruit themſelves for their Company 
by Depredations on the Public—leſt they ſhould 
happen to find their Intimates on the Road, and 
meet To-morrow as a Highwayman the Man 
whom To-night they were careffing as a Friend, 
and with whom they were gaming, intriguing, and 


rioting, as a Companion. | 
In 
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In the next place, let the Fall of this Man be a 
Leſſon to young People of moderate or low Cir- 
cumſtances, to be content in the humbler Stations 
they were deſigned to fill, and there to perſiſt in 
a Courſe of virtuous Induſtry: And be it a Warn- 
ing to them not to affect a Taſte and Appearance 
above themſelves. | | | | 
This Man deſired me to preſs this ſtrongly upon 
Youth : And certainly the Neglect of this Leſſon 
is that which fills our Priſons, and obliges Society 
to unload itſelf ſo often, and in fo ſolemn, and, to 
tender Minds, in ſo ſhocking a manner, as it does 
in the public Executions, of which we in this 
great City are ſo often Witneſſes, _ 

He ſaid, It was to his Inattention to this uſeful 
Leſſon, and to his unhappy Taſte for Gaiety of 
Appearance, that he owed his Ruin. 

Nor let idle and vain young People of ths Claſs 
imagine, that their Intimacies with idle and vain 
young People in a higher Life, will ſcreen them, 
when guilty, from public Juſtice. This deluded 
young Man found them to operate quite differently: 
His ſuppoſed Intereſt undid him : It opened the 
Cry of the Public againſt him ; and gave a keener 
Edge to the Sword of Juſtice than poſſibly it might 

have had againſt one ſo piouſly deſcended, and fo. 
worthily related. The gay Youth of Quality may 
careſs and promiſe much; but their wiſer Fathers 
know better: They will chaſtiſe their Children in 
the Shame and Puniſhment of their /aw Afocrates, 
and in this way give them a Conviction (cheap to 
themſelves) of the Sacredneſs and Majeſty of Laws, 
the Veneration that is due to Virtue, and the Odi- 
euſneſs and Horror of Vice and Wickedneſs. 

me And, 
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And, if this poor Paper ſhould happen to meet 


the Eye of any of our Governors let it entreat 


them, for the ſake of God, and deſpiſed Religion; 
in the Name of Virtue, Order, Decency, common 
Safety, and common Protection —and of ever: 

thing that by their Office is their Care—as they 
chuſe to be Governors of Men rather than Maſters 
of Goats and Swine, Foxes, Wolves and Monkeys 
—that they would think of putting ſome effectual 
Stop to thoſe Marts of Lewdneſs and Gaming, and 


thoſe Nurſeries of all Vices, called by the ſofter 


Name of Public Diverſions ; eſpecially thoſe where 
all Diſtin&ions of Quality, Fortune, and Sex, are 
confounded; and where ſo much as Shame, the 
thinneſt Defence and Guard of Virtue, is dropt. 
Let em not think it enough to lop off now-and- 


then a corrupt Branch; but let them lay the Ax 


to the Root of the Tree, and not purge the Inquity 

of the People in a few ſmall Streams only, butpuri- 

fy the Fountains by which all the Streams are fed. 
This unhappy Man told me more than once, 


that he dated his Guilt and Ruin from the firſt 


Moment he ſtept into a Maſquerade. 

Finally, as none but the baſeſt of Men can, 
from this melancholy Occurrence, ſo much as 
think a Reflection on any worthy Relation of this 
unhappy Man, ſo nothing that happens in the 


World, of a Kind like this, ſhould diſcourage the 


Care of Parents in the Education of their Chil- 
dren in Religion, and the Principles of Virtue and 
Honour. 2 

This Man . an Inftanes, that the Prin- 
ciples of the beſt Education may be counter- acted 
in further Life; but this proves no more, than 


that 
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that any Man may be wicked, 3 undo 1 
if he will; and that Pride, Vanity, and ſuch un- 
ruly Paſſions, are ſometimes too hard for Reaſon, 
Conſcience, a Senſe of Honour, and all the Prin- 
ciples that were inſtilled in carly Life. However, 
there is this great Advantage in them, that they 
are ſometimes inſtrumental in helping to bring a 
Wanderer home, and in reclaiming a Man from 
Courſes of Wickedneſs, which they did not. pre- 
vent his falling into. An Extremity of Diſtreſs 
and Miſery, eſpecially when there is a Conſciouſ- 
neſs that tis ſelt-created, and the Work of Mens 
own Hands, often plows up the fallow Ground of 
the Heart, brings out the Seeds that had long 
been overlaid and bury'd, and, with the Aſſiſtance 
of Divine Grace, often leads Sinners to Repent- 
ance, and /aves their Souls from eternal Death. 

The Reader, who has been gratified, and, it 1s 
hoped, edified, by the excellent Letter of the 
Reverend Mr. Archibald Maclaine, the worthy 
Brother of the unhappy Man who is the Subject 
of theſe Papers (inſerted in p. 17, Sc.), cannot fail 


of being pleaſed with the following Letter from 
the ſame pious nd. | 


My dear Sir, 


T is truly impoſlible for me to expreſs the devo 
T and grateful Senſe I have of that Friendſhip, 

* Humanity, and generous Zeal, that you have 
* ſhewn in the Caſe of my wretched and unhappy 
Brother. Your diſcreet and kind Letter to me 
* upon this melancholy Subject, gave me the 
* higheſt Sentiments of your Wiſdom, as well as 
1 of che amiable Tenderneſs of your Compaſſion: 
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© And ſhall for ever hinder it from being poſſible 


for me to forget how much I owe you. 


© I always believed myſelf expoſed to AMiRion: 
I laid my Accounts for many: I had begun to 


© feel ſome ; But could never dream of the Poſſibi- 


; * lity of ſuch as have been now ſent to caſt a Cloud 
over my Days, and bring down my Head (in all 


Appearance before it _ grey)with Sorrow to 


© the Grave. 


What Anguiſh muſt it bring to my Soul, to 


© ſee not only All Senſe of Virtue, of Providence, 
and a Judgment to come, but alſo all Senſe of 


Honour and Shame, loſt in one, whom the 
Ties of Nature oblige me to call Brother: To 
ſee him fall, not once only, through a ſudden 

„Fit of Deſpair, into ſuch an infamous Crime 


(which, though inexcuſeable, would yet have 
© been leſs heinous); but to go on (as I find by 
Mr. D-—'sLetter) for the matter of almoſt Two 
© Years, in that horrid Courſe!. O my dear H—, 
© thisovercomes me; this weighs me to the Ground! 
© You talk to me of his Penitence, God grant 
it may flow from right Principles! Fear and 


© Shame excite a Sorrow that has often the Mien 
of Repentance, without the Thing. If he re- 


© pents truly, let him conſider the horrible Nature 
© of his Crimes, the Blackneſs of their Guilt, and 
© the righteous Majeſty of Heaven, that is offended 
by them. Let his Heart be melted with Sor- 
row; not ſo much for the Miſery he feels, as for 
the Offences that have been its Cauſe : Let him 


not weep over the Conſequences of his Crimes, but 
over the Crimes themſelves. His outward Mi- 


* fery is little: It is but the dark Viſion of a Day, 
* Even 


® 
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© even when his Life is prolonged to the utmoſt : But 


the Want of a peaceful Conſcience, and a Soul 


© loaded with Guilt unrepented of, will poiſon the 
« Springs of Happineſs for ever, and make a diſmal 
and miſerable Appearance, when the Secrets of 
all Hearts ſhall be opened. My Prayers to 
Heaven are put up for him Night and Day: That 
God may open his Eyes, and make the Adver- 
« ſity his Guilt has involved him in, the Means of 
his Reformation. Mr. our common 
and worthy Friend, will, no doubt, have com- 


municated to you the Orders I have given with 
© reſpect to his Neceſſities. I have at preſent a 
© moſt diſmal Head-ach ; which, with the An- 


* guiſh of my Heart, prevents my ſaying any 

more, than that I am with all Sincerity and Truth, 
Your ever obliged, and moſt | 
affectionate humble Servant, 

8 Maclaine. 


| Mr. Maclaine s Letter fo bis Friend, written the 


A of his Execution. 


os My Cell in Newgate, One o Cleck, 
* Wedneſday Morning. 


E ST I ſhould be refuſed the Liberty of 

bidding my deareſt R. a laſt and melan- 
choly Fare wel, I have begged a Minute, which 
at this time is worth more to me than Worlds, 
to do it in this manner. | 
Oh, my dear, dear Friend! may You live 
long and happy ! But conſider, the way to 
* procure that Happineſs is by earneſtly purſu- 
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. 1 a religious virtuous Life, Your Youth may 
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« naturally prompt you too much to a F. ondneſs 


for the Gaieties of Life: Oh! in That never 


let your Inclinations get the better of your Rea- 
ſon; for the indulging of thoſe Appetites pro- 
duces many” bad Conſequences : : As I am ſo 
plain an Example of it, that 1 need ſay no 
more, I hope, to convince You of it. Oh! I 
wiſh you could, for one Minute, ſee the World 
with my Eyes at this time, and you would 
not hazard a happy Eternity to be King of it. 


For God's fake let me beg of you, if you 


ſhould find your Deſires for the Gaieties of 
"Life, or any vicious Diſpoſition, grow trouble- 
ſome, think of your unfortunate poor Mac- 


laine, whoſe Ruin proceeded from ſuch Diſ- 


poſitions not reſtrained, that I fear you are not 


a Stranger to. I wiſh you Happineſs, more 
than I can'well expreſs, or would not take up 
my precious Minutes at this time, to give you 
an Advice that I hope you will think of 

© My dear, dear Mr. H. has got two Books, 
an Ihen, therein a Seal, which, with my 
laſt Blefling, I beg. you'll carry to my good old 
Landlady at Chelſea. And, my dear Friend, I beg 
you'll get the little Bible I ſpoke to you about 
from Mr. S. and after you tear the Leaf out, 
preſent it to which of Dr. Allen's Fa- 
mily you pleaſe, with my affectionate Bleſſing 
to them all. My Sleeve-Buttons you are to 
give to poor N. B. with my laſt Bleſſing to 
her, — ——, —, and — „Cc. My 
Mother-i n-law was here this Evening, Who 
begs my Shoe- Buckles, to keep for my poor 
dear Child; Which I think unneceſſary; but, 
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as ſhe has no other Token from me, I would 


indulge her in it. The Stock and Knee-Buckles 


I defire you'll keep, and wear for my ſake. 


And I would have you convert all my Linen : 


Stock you get from my Waſherwoman into 
Caſh, and would have you give my poor Mo- 
ther-in-law two or three Guineas to buy ſome 


Coals for the Winter, and any little Neceſſary 


the poor Child may want. Write to my poor 
afflicted Siſter : Direct, To Mrs. Anne-Fane 
Maclaine, at Market. bill, in the County of 
Armagh, Ireland. 

Have my Life done as ſoon as you can, to 
prevent any. body elſe doing it after I am no 
more: And let it be done in a modeſt penitent 
manner. I would deſire you, if there are any 
Profits ariſing from it, 3 let my poor Orphan 
be a Sharer. 

„I will now commit my poor Body to your 
Care; which, I hope, you'll ſee decently in- 
terr'd, and take all the neceſſary Precautions to 
prevent my being a Prey to the Surgeons. 

To the Care and Providence of the Almighty 


I moſt heartily commit you; and that you may 


lead ſuch a Life here, as will entitle you to 
Heaven hereafter, is the ſincere Wiſh and 


Prayer of 
Nur loving, Hectionate, 


dying Friend, 
I. Maclaine, 


© Oh! farewel, till we meet in Heaven! 
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1 cannot kelp telling you, before I finiſh, the | 

, preſent. State of my Mind ; and, asI think 
I am within Eleven 3 of Eternity, 
will not tell a Lye. My dear R. I never 
was ſo happy within myſelf. ſince I was 
born; nor ever found my Mind' in that 
Serenity i in my Life, that I now do; and 
have got ſo far above the Fears of Death, | 
that I ſhall go to Execution without being 
daunted, but rather with Eagerneſs, as ] 
begin to long to be with my dear and 
< blefled Redeemer, who, I hope, will be 
ready to receive my precious Soul, when it 
« departs from its mortal Habitation. You'll 

find Difficulty i in reading ON: 3 but 5 Si- 
tuation a will apologize. E 


WV. 


5 Once more, my Deareſt, farewel! and re- 
member me for ever.” PS: 


„ 


